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In 1892, Baptist pastor Francis Bellamy 
wrote the Pledge of Allegiance. In the early 
1920's it was modified to include, “...of the Unit
ed States of America,” and the salute became the 
placing of the right hand over the heart. In the 
1940's the Pledge was formally recognized by 
Congress and included in the flag code.

On Flag Day in 1954, at the request of Pres
ident Eisenhower, Congress added the words, 
“under God,” to amend the Pledge to its current 
form:

I pledge allegiance to the flag of the 
United States of America. And to the 
Republic for which it stands, one na-
tion under God, indivisible, with lib-
erty and justice for all.
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